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This document is the statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning in the Arts subjects, throughout the school.

Ethos Statement
The federation provides a caring, secure atmosphere, where everyone takes pride in his or her work and in the good reputation of the school. 

This involves good communication between children, staff, parents, governors and the wider community.

The school is a community where people work together in an atmosphere of mutual trust, sharing ideas and experience to promote high aesthetic standards, the development of Artistic expression, and where everyone is valued.

We work to provide a well organized and challenging learning environment for all our children, regardless of race, gender and ability, enabling each child to work hard and learn successfully.

Everyone has a responsibility to enable the school to operate harmoniously and provide suitable activities for children of all ability ranges, and grow in confidence and creative abilities.

Statement of belief
We believe that the teaching and learning of Aesthetic principles and skills is fundamental to the human development. An understanding of the creative process is a fundamental human right and the cognitive processes involved in that, are central to a perception of our world.

Much of life is expressed through form and picture and we need to understand how to “read” these expressions and have the necessary skills to make our own contribution to the whole.

Creativity is basic to our human function and the desire to decorate is within us all. The need to express our ideas in a wide variety of forms, is a core need of every human being, and children have the right to experience situations where they can think and process ideas. The process of education must take this into consideration if there is to be balance in the development of the individual.
Aims of Education in the Arts
It is our aim to enable children to respond and communicate their experiences and feelings using Art subjects.

It is our aim to develop the children’s imagination and aesthetic sensitivity, using first hand experience and rich resources, as the basis for visual, auditory and kinesthetic awareness.

It is our aim to develop children’s skills with a variety of materials and forms enabling them to make decisions and become independent learners.

It is our aim to give opportunities for children to understand and appreciate Artistry in a variety of genres and styles, using the work of female and male artists, which reflect our rich diversity and multicultural heritage.
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Some functions of Art subjects
· Art is the basic way we communicate especially at an early age. It is therefore imperative that we provide for this human function.

· Art can be used to extend and illustrate written work. We must provide a wide visual vocabulary for children to draw upon.

· Art can be a means of recording experiences in many other curriculum areas. It is therefore truly cross curricular.

· Art can aid language development. Illustrations and drawings can often be used to enhance vocabulary and creative expression.

· Art can enable pupils to develop a specialist vocabulary to talk about their own work and the work of others.

· Art is special in its own right and always will hold significance for human culture in every generation.

Development of skills
It is now considered a myth that if children are provided with the materials, tools, time and a creative environment that they will automatically be taking part in creative education. There are a multitude of skills which children need to be taught, if they are to be able to fully express their own ideas and emotions confidently and freely.

Our starting point should be to teach children to look, listen, feel and record. This will need reinforcement throughout their education. All children will need an initial stimulus and much of our work should be from observation, encouraging children to experience the environment through structured and well thought out input from a wide variety of sources. 

This is not exclusively close observational drawing and encompasses a broader perspective and freer expression, using a variety of media, both 2D and 3D. Work can be based on anything from real life and use cross-curricular themes.

Many children develop a stylized mode of drawing objects. However we need them to look and to make more time with their work from very early on, if we are to be able to move them on.

It is useful to remember that great artists in the past were extremely interested in children’s drawings and paintings and tried to incorporate the simplicity and grace they portray, in their own work. We must be careful not to undervalue any child’s contribution.

Even with imaginative work, children need input, whether it is a story, poem, visit, etc, to develop ideas. Children need encouragement to take time and develop and refine ideas.

Drawing is a very good way to encourage a child to look, it should be seen as a way to get a child to spend time looking at and investigating the subject, thereby giving greater understanding.

Sketch books
At key stage 2, children can start to build up their own ideas and impressions using a sketchbook. The sketchbook can be a record of information and evidence gathered, with their own drawings and thumbnail sketches of interesting material. This can be used as a visual diary and will allow children to assess their own development.

Children should be encouraged to select and gather information and evidence from the environment and keep it to use in their own work in the classroom. Sketchbooks can be taken home and worked on in the child’s own time and way.

Sketchbooks can be useful on school trips and in working outside the classroom environment.
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Colour policy
Our primary aim in the early years is to start children colour mixing and understanding how colours are made up. It is here that the foundations are laid for future progression. Colour mixing is a skill, which needs to be developed, and it is at its best with paint rather than when other media is used.

Colour mixing can be achieved using all types of paint, with limited amounts of colour. Colours can be mixed from a limited range to incorporate the teaching of tints and hues.

Colour mixing can be extended in the upper school to use and record subtle shade, hues and tints.
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Resources
Quality resources are essential. At Phoenix, we aim to build up an accessible bank of materials that can be readily linked to topics and schemes of work. When planning topics, consideration should be given to the objects and experiences, which will provide the stimulus for Art activities.

Each class should have an Art area where the equipment and materials on offer are organized so that the children have easy access and to be able to choose independently. Children need to be responsible for their own equipment and be able to care for it and clean away afterwards.
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Wet colour: Paint
There are two main types of wet colour.

· Redimix
· Water colour boxes
Redimix

Using a restricted pallet, the colours can be squeezed onto paper and colour mixed to achieve various shades. It is good for investigating colour.
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Water colour boxes
These are good for colour washes and detailed work. The children enjoy using them as they are easily kept clean and are maneuverable on the tabletop.

They are best kept for older children, and a selection of colours is needed.
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Dry colour
Chalk pastels
These can be useful from the nursery onwards. They also work well on top of paint. It is good to use sugar paper and work on a large scale.

Chalk and charcoal also work well together but needs careful use with other colours.

Children can experiment with smudging techniques, but this must be controlled.
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Oil pastels.

These are basically the same as chalk pastels but oil has been added. They can be use subtly and in textured studies.
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Wax crayons.

They can be used in the early years and for experimentation. They can be used to try out effects.
Felt tips.

These are easy to colour with and for filling in designs, but quite difficult to achieve mixing effects. Older children can find ways to use them to a good effect. They are good for graphic Art and designing storyboards, etc.
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Other colour media.

Children should be offered other types of colour media, such as inks, dyes, printing inks, collage, embroidery, etc.
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Printing and decoration
Children should also have experience is using printing techniques.

This can take a variety of forms.

Polystyrene is an excellent base for producing interesting pattern and designs. A tool can be used to impress a design on the surface and colour prints taken, single designs or repeating patterns.

Linoleum is an excellent media for precise pattern and designs. It is complex to use and can be dangerous with the sharp tools, so must only be use at key stage 2.

Using natural materials to produce prints is very good for the lower key stages and foundation stage.

Patterns and background should also be considered. Marbling, rubbing, sponging, spraying, blowing, combing, dribbling.
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3Dimensional work
Clay
We use prepared clay, which does not need to be fired.

Children can use it to model, and make articles.

Pinch pots, Coil pots, Slab building are all useful techniques. Also jewelery making
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Mask making
Children can make their own masks out of paper, card and molded masks provided. This can be linked with other subject areas.
Sculpture
Sculpture is included in all Art projects in some form. Children are able to use clay for sculpture, wire, paper-mache, wire and Mod roc, cardboard, and other found items. We sometimes use living things to enhance and extend ideas. 
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Textiles
Children can be given the opportunity to learn a variety of stitches to make patterns.

Children can produce woven work using card looms and a variety of yarns and threads. They should be encouraged to experiment with a variety of textures and finishes.

Children can make collages and montages using scrap materials and a selection of fabrics.
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Mixed Media
Children should be offered media at different times and be shown how to use them. In time the teacher can also help children to mix media. We should always be looking for progression, with the child having ultimately developed a full range of skills and being able to confidently and independently make choices over materials, processes and the results they would like.
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Drawing materials
Many different media can be used to draw.
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Pencils
This is a primary drawing medium.

2B pencils are used in school to give a range of tones and also smudge well/

Children should be taught how to use them effectively. Use of different shading techniques can be taught to give maximum effect to what the child is trying to achieve.

It is our aim to have drawing pencils in every class in the school.
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Charcoal
This is an excellent drawing medium and can be use effectively for large-scale work without too much detail.

You can draw into charcoal and use white chalk to highlight effects.
[image: image65.png]


  [image: image66.png]


 
 [image: image67.png]



Brush and ink. Calligraphy
Ink is very good for drawing initial outline and using the brush to add texture and tone. Calligraphy combines skills and ideas to make individual type faces.
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Special Needs
In the Mayflower federation, we believe that the Arts have much to offer the Special Needs child. It provides opportunities that other subject areas are not able to do.

We believe that the Arts also offer a unique opportunity for children who do not necessarily achieve academically, to experience success and acclaim. 
Able children
We would wish to include Art as a subject where we offer extension and enrichment for “Gifted and Talented” children. These children have much to offer to the whole school environment and should be catered for and encouraged. We would wish then to truly experience the glory that is Art, and all it offers. There are oceans to delve and boundaries to push and we should allow them to tread there.
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Equal opportunities.

Art subjects offer equal opportunities to all children, valuing what is made by individuals to the rich and varied culture of our society. Irrespective of gender, class, disability or race, Art embraces all the abilities that have been given to human beings, and the influence it brings to our activities. Art celebrates the cultural differences and similarities, and enables every children to contribute to the place and time where they are.
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Evaluating and record keeping.

From the early years it is useful for children to look at their own work, evaluate it and see where they might adapt it and move it on. We should be aiming to help children reach the stage where they can confidently and independently make well considered choices and decisions about their own work.
After each session the Art teacher writes an evaluation of the activity and specific strengths and weaknesses. 

Each child should have an ongoing folder which houses finished pieces of work, which are annotated with year groups and dates. This will follow every child through their school career and provide a helpful insight into their progress and development. Teachers can discuss with the children what pieces of work they want to include.

This can be an ongoing record and form of informal and self-assessment.
The Art teacher will evaluate each child’s progress in creative processes and attainments.

See attached proformas

