Where to get stuff:

· African materials etc. Peckham high street

· Indian materials and Saris. Artifacts for display (Eid, Diwali etc) Various shops in Tooting, S. London 

· African and Asian artifacts: Camden market, N. London. Saturday and Sunday.

· Chinese materials and artifacts: Chinatown, Central London.

· Various artifacts: Greenwich market, Saturday and Sunday.
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The classroom learning environment

A classroom is a unique and special place where everyone learns. Everyone has respect for each other and their work is valued. Every part of the curriculum is represented in the displays and artifacts, and every culture honoured. Each person is able to express their opinion without fear of ridicule and this openness is reflected in the visual atmosphere. It is a place where people are able to explore their ideas and learn from others. The ethos supports building confidence and courage to express opinions and ideas.
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Features of a quality, learning environment:

1. Physically comfortable for all the people using the space.

2. All the senses are stimulated to enhance learning.

3. Bright, attractive and colourful.

4. Displays to reflect the topics being studied.

5. Displays to reflect the quality work going on in the classroom.

6. Everyone has their own space and place to put personal belongings.

7. Focus area for special learning times around the board or screen.

8. No rubbish or unnecessary clutter.

9. Different spaces for different activities.
10.    There can also be an area for listening to stories and music. These can be especially helpful to children learning English or consolidating work done with the teacher.
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Different spaces for different activities.

Display boards should reflect the full range of subjects in the Primary classroom. Children should know where to find resources that they need for their work without having to constantly ask the teacher.

Every class should have a quite reflective area where children can go to look at books or look at books they have made themselves. Children love to look at what other people have done and it can act as a spring-board for their own ideas. These should be made available in the quite area, by putting work in display book with pockets.
This is a comfortable space for all the people using it.
This applies to the teacher, classroom assistant and the children. The children especially have to sit in a place all day every day, and it must be comfortable for them, not just physically but also emotionally. This may involve changing people around from time to time as the classroom social structure changes. 
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There should be room for some movement between the furniture so that everyone has room to move.

There should be suitable furniture to allow adults to walk between the groups and work with children, for example, a comfortable portable stool.

It is also helpful to not always put the most/least able together all the time. It can be very beneficial to ALL the children to be moved around.

Open the doors and windows for fresh air. Lack of ventilation is not helpful to thought processes and also encourages growth of micro-organisms.
reference area and also what is necessary for literacy. 

No rubbish or unnecessary clutter.

It is too easy to let paper build up in the classroom and contribute to a mountain of assorted papers which no one wants and there is no place for them to go. Every piece of paper should have a home, either in a file or book to put them in. Every child should have a colour-coded file for worksheets and loose papers. Children can be encouraged to keep their files tidy and make sure the marked work is put away. Anything else is just rubbish and should be dumped.

A classroom can be busy with movement and colour and yet have no clutter.
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Focus area for special learning times around the board. 

There should be a feature space in the classroom for concentrated learning, practice of skills and development of concepts. This may be a board area at the front of the room or a carpet area where young children can sit. There should be room for each child to see and be comfortable.

The board area may have a white board and interactive white board. These can be used to show prepared teaching aids to develop learning skills. There should also be display space for vocabulary prompts, summaries of learning, posters and charts to support learning and visual aids to practice skills. This would include all the things for a Number 

Children should have access to a drink of water whenever they want.

Teacher and assistant should have easy access to selves and units where workbooks and files are stored. These should be clean and tidy.
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All the senses are stimulated to enhance learning.

Sight - A classroom should be an inviting place to be. The initial look of a classroom should welcome people to come in and examine the things, which are found there. Children should feel proud of their room and want to spend time there. Lack of organization promotes stress for everyone.
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Sound - We are all attracted to certain sounds, and children should be given the opportunity to experience a variety of sounds from different places and times. There should be a good quality sound system in the classroom for both the teacher and the pupils to play music that they want to share with others. Different kinds of listening give flexibility and different kinds of attention.

Taste - Children can enjoy an occasional treat of a biscuit or some fruit. They could have fruit flavoured water, which they can have access to at any time.
[image: image14.jpg]


  [image: image15.jpg]



Children in older classed should not be tightly packed in so that there is no personal space left.

Every child should have their own shelf or drawer to put currently used books and their personal items. Ideally this could be under the desk, so that they have easy access to these things. Every child should have a set of stationary items, which will enable them to work independently. Children should be taught and encouraged to look after these items and take pride in their own belongings. 
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Everyone has their own space and place to put their belongings.

We all need our own personal space and have all felt uncomfortable when someone invades it. Children are no different. Classroom should be large and airy, which don’t get too cold in winter, or warm in summer. This is very difficult for many schools, which have buildings, which are old and not built to suit what is needed today. Older children should have larger rooms, even though they may not move around so much. (maybe they should!)

Younger children obviously need a lot of space to play and move.
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Smell - Scent has strong connection for some people and the classroom should be inviting in this respect also. If the room is kept clean and tidy this will not be a problem. It is also important to air the room regularly.

If covering certain subjects the teacher can include a particular smell associated with it, eg. Incense sticks, room scent, etc

 Touch - Holding hands is such a personal and pleasant thing and can be a positive way that we can touch each other. The teacher can hold hands with the first person at the front of the line, even with older children. In some schools, the teacher shakes hands with each child when they enter the classroom each day. To have a hug when you need it is good therapy.!
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Bright and attractive displays.

This idea is often used with very young children and when we “grow up” we do not need that sort of thing. This is an unfortunate way to think as everyone is attracted by colour and movement. Older children need it especially as they grow, as it can keep alive those emotional longings, which are in us all.
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Display space does not have to be limited to the classroom walls. Many things will also look good and capture imagination if made into a mobile and hung on rings/ hula hoops from the ceiling. This also adds to the joyous effect of celebrating the pupil’s work.
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A Matisse occasionally had fun putting his own
pictures and sculplures into other new pictures.
Here, in Goldfish and Sculpture, 1911 he brings
wogether one of his sculptures of a reclining
nude (see page 16) with one of his favourite

props, a goldfish bowl





Many artists have been attracted to the work of very young children because of the emotional richness of their use of colour and space and it has become an important aspect of our culture.

Television and computer tap into this very desire for the colour and movement and are extremely successful at capturing the imagination of children and young people. This should also be reflected in the classroom.

Books should also be attractive to children with a cross-curricula and cross-cultural emphasis.
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Displays to reflect topics being studied.
The classroom displays should reflect the learning that is going on in the room between the adults and the children. For younger children these can be labeled to reflect the literacy work. Children should be able to experience things that they might not normally see with regards their own culture and the culture of others, which will stimulate curiosity and questions. 
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Equipment and materials used for science units of work can be incorporated into an interactive display, which should be changed every time the topic moves on. There are many helpful and educational images on the internet to support board displays. Older children can find these themselves.

Word level, sentence level and text level work can all be made into displays of work, which will support further learning.
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A variety of different kinds of number lines can be attached to strings along the classroom to support mathematics work. Number reference areas are crucial to support all children in oral and mental skills. 

Teachers should build up their own collection of artifacts to support the learning. This does not need to be expensive. Artifacts for observational drawing can be gathered for free, eg. Natural objects from forests and beaches, etc
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Displays to reflect the quality of work going on in the classroom.

Every classroom must have good examples of children’s work that have been done, which will support further development. Boards displays can form a kind of exemplification of standards in the class. Children take real pride in seeing their work being put up, and everyone should be included in this, as everyone is good at something.
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Children can be sensitized to recognize when something would look good on a display and they should be involved in decision making about what should be included. Children can understand when something they are doing would look good on a display.
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