What are sketchbooks for? 
Children should be encouraged to develop the habit of using their sketchbook as a visual diary. It is a place for recording your thoughts, feelings, and ideas and visual information. These can then be used and developed for use in finished pieces of work, or just to remember ideas.

· For recording, exploring and storing visual and other information. (making notes and selecting materials which can be used for reference)

· Observational drawings.

· For working out plans, ideas and designs.

· For reference as children work out ideas for their work.

· For looking back and reflecting on work, reviewing and noting progress.

· An ongoing record of their learning and what they are achieving, which children can use to further develop their ideas, skills and understanding.
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Children should develop a range of approached to using their sketchbook.

· To keep a visual record of their responses and observations made from a range of first hand sources, e.g. Objects, plants, buildings, people. Children should practices their skills at drawing on a regular basis, so that they can sustain concentration.

· To record a personal response to their experiences and the environment. A way of communicating ideas, feelings and interests.

· As an “ideas” book where they can explore possibilities and alternatives based on their own ideas and imagination. These will be individual and changing like the character of the child.

· To analyse the methods and techniques used by different artists, craftspeople and designers. 

· For visual and annotated drawings and notes, including personal comments about artists and their work. They can study these in school or visit museums, art galleries and exhibitions.
· Children can use secondary sources such as photographs, material from the Internet, books and magazines.
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Children should be encouraged to keep a sketchbook, like they would for a reading journal. Children can work on it at home and at school. Examples of tasks provided.

· Observation drawing from primary sources. Objects at home or at school. Teacher should build up a selection of objects for this purpose. The class can have a visual reference area where children can select objects to draw and work with.

· Opportunities to develop pencil skills using line, texture, light and shade. Practice use of shading skills e.g., chiaroscuro, crosshatching, pointillism, etc. Class texture vocabulary.

· Use of colour in study of object, place or person. Children trying a range of media. Studies can be arranged on the page in a way that shows the progression of ideas. Practice at making and keeping record of colours we have found and made. Can use things such as colour chart form DIY store.

· Using secondary sources as starting point. E.g. Newspapers, magasines, journals, visual library books from graphic artist’s studio.

· Making small samples of work to experiment with effects, e.g. weaving patterns, embroidery, Choice of fabrics, etc.

· Photographs of objects, places or people for work to be undertaken. Using different aspects of same place. Using a viewfinder to further study the topic chosen. Using pictures and photographs to abstract work.

· Using postcards of other artists studied to investigate a response.

· Using large posters of artist’s work to further investigate ideas.
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Energy is completely sapped
Clothes annoyingly close.
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Materials for using in sketchbooks.

· A variety of drawing pencils and pens.

· Colour palettes of studies.

· A variety of chalks, charcoal, crayons, etc.
· Oil and chalk pastels.

· Variety of drawing and painting tools, not just brushes.
· Material samples, threads and yarns.

· Coloured paper, newspaper, tissue, sugar paper, etc
· Pictures, photographs and other secondary sources. Magazines, newspapers, Internet sources, computer generated samples.

· Coloured inks and a variety of brushes.

· Photocopiable resources. For presentation etc.
· Anything anyone has an idea about!
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Shirley Sides


